Folkbildning
= people
learning

Folkbildning
"Folk" means people and "bildning" means learning. Put them together and you get the word "folkbildning", the
Swedish form of non-formal adult education.
In our study associations we define bildning as the opportunity to school oneself for its own sake. What matters is
each ones desire to learn things, rather than the demands of education set by the outside world. We view learning
as a lifelong process where each individual is responsible for his or her own learning, and it encompasses so much
more than learning in the formal educational system, which only is available during certain periods in our lives.
Folkbildning is an important part of our civil society. Most of the major popular movements in Sweden work in
partnership with the study associations. This gives the study associations access to a unique network. The state
has provided financial support to folkbildning since 1912. It is generally agreed that folkbildning should be run
separately from the state, but be financed by public funds. The importance of folkbildning to the Swedish society
is recognized by all political parties.

The study circle
The study circle is the cornerstone of folkbildning. Within the circle the participants benefit from their own
experiences and knowledge and that of others. The group shares their learning, building on their own interest and
desire to learn.

The study circle leader
You can tell from the name that the study circle leader is the person who leads the study circle, first by preparing
the circle and getting it nicely in order, then - in the best meaning of the word - by meeting the participants. For
the participants, the circle leader is the person who helps them open up new worlds. Very often the participants
regard the circle leader as their prime source of inspiration. Therefore the circle leader is a person of exceptional
importance.
Circle leaders are offered a course of educational training especially designed to enable them to create study
circles that give participants genuine opportunities for personal development and self fulfilment.

This is SV

In one of our history’s most famous speeches, when Martin Luther King declared ”I have a dream …”, his
dream was that everyone should have equal rights.
SV (Studieförbundet Vuxenskolan) was founded in 1967, just a few months before King held his speech and at
a time when racial equality and the equal rights of all people was one of the burning issues of the day. In SV’s
study circles today, social equality is still one of the cornerstones of our approach to education.
SV has over 300 offices around the country, and is therefore always close by. We offer creative meeting places
in the form of study circles and various cultural arrangements because we believe that meetings between
people are one of the most important stimulants to development. When people meet they start to learn from
each other.
Everyone is welcome to our study circles! The novice, the veteran, the old lady, the young boy, the girl with the
foreign background – the secret lies in bringing them all together.
Today, many people have dreams, both big ones like the one of Martin Luther King, and little private ones of
their own. In the study circle, dreams come true.

SV's vision
SV’s vision is a world founded on sustainable development. By giving people the opportunities of getting
involved in many aspects of our society and expressing their point of view, we help promote and spread
democracy within our society.
SV is the study association where diversity is natural, the association where opportunities for growth and
personal development are open to everyone.
SV is the most energetic and committed local body for the advancement of clubs and associations, culture, and
social development.

